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Another schoolmaster acknowledges the grievous complaints
made, in almost every place, that children who were put to
school either altogether wasted their time or at most learned
very little. As a rule students of fifteen or sixteen years of age
had not cso much as anie sense of the meaning and true use of
learning, for understanding, resolving, writing, or speaking,
but onely to construe and parse a little'.1 Even when they had
derived some benefit, they had to lead toilsome lives and endure
overmuch severity.2 Another frequent complaint was that the
schoolmasters were brutal. There were many like Adam Martin-
dale's teacher, who used to whip boys unmercifully for trivial
causes or even for no faults at all.3 The usual hours of working
were, in the summer, from 6 to n o'clock, and from i to 6
o'clock; in the winter the school day began an hour later and
ended an hour earlier. A contemporary authority on both the
theory and practice of education advocated that children should
have part of the afternoon set aside once a week for recreation,4
but not infrequently the founder's statutes stood in the way of
any such indulgence.
Of the two universities, it is natural to deal with Oxford first
as the older.5 Oxford seemed to be flourishing during the first
forty years of the seventeenth century. Towards the end of 1602
the new library that Sir Thomas Bodley had constructed out
of the earlier libraries associated with Cobham and Humphrey,
duke of Gloucester, was ready for use. Its progress was extra-
ordinary. At its opening there were some 2,000 volumes, which
had increased to 6,000 three years later and to 16,000 by 1620.
Later gifts, which added greatly to its treasures, came from men
of such diverse character as Laud, Selden, and Cromwell. The
Stationers' Company in London agreed to give a copy of every
book printed—a generous act, which became a statutory obliga-
tion in Charles IPs reign. The university press received a new
impetus when Laud secured for it letters patent (1632) authoriz-
ing three printers, each with two presses and two apprentices,
and a royal charter (1636) authorizing the printing of 'all
manner of books'. Two colleges were founded in the reign of
James I, Wadham, a new foundation, and Pembroke, which
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